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A Holiday Gift for CPGH
In an effort to uncover information and/or documents to support some History of the Central
Pennsylvania Guild of Handweavers to incorporate in our website, I entered the name of Osma
Gallinger Tod into my search engine.
Now, if you've spent any time at the Mannings, you will know that the name Osma Gallinger
Tod was mentioned frequently, along with the names Harry & Katherine Manning. However any
specific paperwork or documents regarding the evolution of CPGH seemed to be elusive.
The voyage of discovery that followed was delightful. So, rather than providing a boring
timeline, I thought you might enjoy seeing and reading the actual articles and documents as they
unfolded. Enjoy!

#1 : Googled (if that is actually a word?) Osma Gallinger Tod
www.oocities.org/rugtalk/CromaineCraftsLoom.html
Cromaine Crafts has a long and proud history. It was located in Hartland, Michigan, and
developed into the third largest weaving center in the country during the 1930s and 40s.
Established in 1931 by J. Robert Crouse who purchased an old gristmill and hired Osma Palmer
Couch (Later known as Osma Gallinger Tod, author of many books including "The Joy of
Weaving) to develop the handicrafts facet of the project. (from: "Things Useful and Beautiful"
by Fran Reiland). Future husband Milo Gallinger later made the looms and, together, they
expanded and developed the project. In 1944 the Gallingers moved from Michigan to Guernsey,
Pennsylvania then to East Berlin. In 1960 the business was sold to Harry and Katharine
Manning. The Mannings continues to be an active place of business with supplies, exhibitions
and classes.
Janet Meany
The Loom Manual Library
jmeany@weaversfriend.com
#2:
Osma's name shows up in Weaver Daryl Lancaster's blog from 2010
weaversew.com/wordblog/2010/09/14/historically-speaking-2
"First off, I had all four issues of Handweaver and Craftsman from 1960. What a wealth of
information and a complete time warp! I had the best time leafing through the articles, and the
ads, and the society pages (including the wedding announcement of one Mrs. Osma Gallinger to
a Mr. Tod. Mrs. Gallinger, author of many weaving tomes, and director of Creative Crafts in
East Berlin PA, was to be married in Massachusetts, hosted by her daughter. The announcement
goes on to say that since Mrs. Gallinger would be moving to Coral Gables Florida, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Manning, president and secretary of the newly formed Central Pennsylvania Weavers’
Guild will be taking over managing Creative Crafts, which we all know today as The
Mannings…). Who knew?"

#3
I was able to find all 4 copies of Handweaver and Craftsman for 1960. Below is a copy of the
article referenced in the blog.

At this point, I thought I had established with reasonable certainty that CPGH was established in
1960 by Mr. & Mrs. Harry Manning. This was further validated by the following article from
Weavers Magazine which Gay McGeary acquired from The Adam's County Historical Society
archives.

So... I figure that is as far as I can go. Then...... fate intervenes.
Barbara Diefenderfer recently shared the following: "They say it is good to move once in a while to find things of
importance and to weed out the junk."

So.......During the set up of the Guild library in our EBACC classroom this past Tuesday, professional librarians Kris
Peters & JoAnne Trygg, along with their minion (that would be me), are diligently organizing and sorting through
periodicals, folders and other various pieces of paper to determine some kind of order, when JoAnne casually hands
me a folder and says, "I think you want this for your Guild history project. It looks like minutes of old meetings or
something, it was in with other junk". She knew exactly what she had found!

and........The rest is CPGH History!

I personally feel privileged to be member of an organization with this kind of
creativity, commitment & longevity. Kudos to the "Keepers of the Flame",
Osma & Milo, Harry & Katherine, and Carol & Ron.
(To go back to newsletter, click here)

